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TIMER ADJUSTING SYSTEM 

Background of the Invention 
Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to the time control 

and timing service of a computer system. It especially 
relates to the timer adjusting system that performs the 
time adjustment between the processors in a 
multi-processor system. 

10 

Description of the Related Art 

Amicroprocessor generally has a timer (TICK) that 
is updated by the operation clock of a processor. There 
are many cases that this timer is used for time-of-day 

15 clocking and timing service of a computer system. 

Today's mission-critical computer systems are 
usually large scale, multi-processor systems carrying 
fair number of processors. In such large scale 
multi-processor systems, there are many cases that the 

20 whole system is divided into a plurality of partitions, 
and each partition is actuated as a symmetric 
multi-processor (SMP) system. In a symmetric 
multi-processors system, all the processors share work 
loads in unit called a process, communicating through 

25 the main storage shared over the processors. 
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In such a system, it is required that the time of 
day clocked in each processor partition should be same 
in fair accuracy. If the time of day in the processors 
are not same, there could be the cases in which the 
5 execution sequence of the processes cannot be maintained 
properly over their migration between processors. This 
causes a problem for the work loads that use the time 
of day in each processor to synchronize the processes. 

Therefore, in a conventional multi-processor 

10 system, an apparatus for adjusting the timer value (TICK 
value) of the processors in a partition is adapted. For 
example, there is a software-based time, in that the 
TICK value is read out from a certain processor, and 
the value is sent to another processor in the same 

15 partition via a main storage. Then, the processor that 
receives the TICK value adjusts the time by writing the 
value in its own TICK. 

In the above-mentioned conventional time 
adjustment method, however, there are following 

2 0 problems: 

One of the problems in the adjustment comes from 
the operating frequency of microprocessors which has 
been brought more than a GHz by the advancement in 
semiconductor technology and processor design 

25 technology. With such high operating frequency, the time 



in processor cycles required for the transfer of the 
TICK value via main storage becomes long and cannot be 
ignored in the symmetric multi-processors system. 

In the prior art, however, this transfer time was 
not measured, and the time adjustment was performed 
ignoring the influence of the transfer time. Therefore, 
the possibility for the error of the time between 
processors caused by the transfer of a TICK value 
influence the order, etc. of processes becomes higher, 
as the operation frequency increases. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
a software-oriented timer adjusting system that 
accurately performs the time adjustment between 
processors in a multi-processors system with some 
hardware assist. 

At the first aspect of the present invention, the 
timer adjusting system is provided with a generating 
circuit, an output circuit, an input circuit, a measuring 
circuit, and a synchronizing circuit. The system adjusts 
the time of aplurality of processors in a multi-processor 
system. 

The generating circuit generates a time 
synchronous signal which indicates certain synchronous 



events. The output circuit outputs the time synchronous 
signal. The input circuit inputs the time synchronous 
signal that is output from the output circuit and travels 
through the part of timer adjusting system provided in 
the system and returns to the input circuit of the 
processor . 

The measuring circuit measures the travel time of 
the time synchronous signal through the timer adjusting 
system. The synchronizing circuit adjusts time 
information of one or more timers of a plurality of 
processors using the measured period of time as a period 
of time for propagating the time synchronous signal 
between two processors in the multi-processor system, 
and synchronizes the timers of these processors. 

At the second aspect of the present invention, the 
timer adjusting system is provided with a generating 
circuit, an output circuit, an input circuit, a measuring 
circuit, a synchronizing circuit, and a distributing 
circuit. The system adjusts the time of a plurality of 
processors in a multi-processor system. The generating 
circuit, output circuit, and input circuit are provided 
with each of a plurality of processors. 

The generating circuit generates a time 
synchronous signal in the multi-processor system. The 
output circuit outputs the time synchronous signal as 



a synchronous output, and the input circuit inputs a 
synchronous input. The distributing circuit generates 
a logical OR signal of a plurality of synchronous outputs 
that are output from a plurality of processors, and 
distributes the logical OR signal to the plurality of 
processors as a synchronous input. 

The measuring circuit measures a period of time 
while one of the plurality of processors outputs a 
synchronous output and receives a synchronous input. 
The synchronizing circuit corrects time information of 
one or more timers of a plurality of processors, using 
the measured period of time as a period of time for 
propagating the logical OR signal, and synchronize the 
timers of the plurality of processors. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a timer adjusting 
system of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is the configuration diagram of a 
multi-processor system; 

Figure 3 is the configuration diagram of a TICK 
adjusting circuit; 

Figure 4 is the conf igurationdiagramof apartition 
control circuit and a TICK adjusting tree; 

Figure 5 is a diagram showing the first TICK 



adjustment; and 

Figure 6 is a diagram showing the second TICK 
adjustment . 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

The embodiments of the present invention are 
explained in detail by referring to the attached 
drawings . 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of the timer adjusting 
system of the present invention. At the first aspect 
of the present invention, the timer adjusting system 
is provided with a generating circuit 11, an output 
circuit 12, an input circuit 13, a measuring circuit 
14, and a synchronizing circuit 15. The system adjusts 
the time of a plurality of processors in a multi-processor 
system. 

The generating circuit 11 generates a time 
synchronous signal of the multi-processor system. The 
output circuit 12 outputs a time synchronous signal. 
The input circuit 13 inputs the time synchronous signal 
that is output from the output circuit 12 and returns 
after being propagated in the multi-processor system. 

The measuring circuit 14 measures a period of time 
while the output circuit 12 outputs a time synchronous 
signal and the input circuit 13 inputs the time 



synchronous signal. The synchronizing circuit 15 
corrects the time information of one or more timers of 
a plurality of processors using the measured period of 
time as a period of time for propagating the time 
synchronous signal between two processors, thereby 
synchronizing the timers of these processors. 

The time synchronous signal generated by the 
generating circuit 11 is output from the output circuit 
12, and returns to the input circuit 13 after being 
propagated in the specified path of the multi-processor 
system. The measuring circuit 14 measures a propagation 
time of the time synchronous signal, and passes the time 
to the synchronizing circuit 15. The synchronizing 
circuit 15 corrects the time information of a timer using 
the received propagation time as the propagation time 
between two processors, and adjusts the time. In this 
way, the timers of a plurality of processors synchronize 
with each other. 

According to such a timer adjusting system, the 
time synchronous signal can be transmitted between two 
processors, and the propagation time of the signal can 
be measured. Thus, the timer of each processor can be 
adjusted taking the propagation time of the signal into 
consideration, so that the precision of the time 
adjustment improves. 
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At the second aspect of the present invention, the 
timer adjusting system is provided with the generating 
circuit 11, output circuit 12, input circuit 13, 
measuring circuit 14, synchronizing circuit 15, and 
5 distributing circuit 16. The system adjusts the timers 
of a plurality of processors in the multi-processor 
system. The generating circuit 11, output circuit 12 
and input circuit 13 are provided with each of a plurality 
of processors. 

10 The generating circuit 11 generates a time 

synchronous signal of the multi-processor system. The 
output circuit 12 outputs the time synchronous signal 
as a synchronous output. The input circuit 13 inputs 
the synchronous input. The distributing circuit 16 forms 

15 the logical OR signal of a plurality of synchronous 
outputs that are output from a plurality of processors, 
and distributes the logical OR signal to a plurality 
of processors as a synchronous input. 

The measuring circuit 14 measures a period of time 

20 while one of a plurality of processors outputs 
synchronous output and receives synchronous input. The 
synchronizing circuit 15 corrects the time information 
of one or more timers of a plurality of processors, using 
the measured period of time as a period of time for 

25 propagating the logical OR signal, and synchronizes the 
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timers of these processors. 

Since the logical OR of the synchronous outputs 
that are output from a plurality of processors is 
distributed to these processors by the distributing 
5 circuit 16, the synchronous inputs of all the processors 
are asserted if any processor asserts the synchronous 
output. Therefore, the time synchronous signal of one 
processor can be simultaneously transmitted to all the 
other processors in the system partition. 
10 According to such a timer adjusting system, the 

precision of time adjustment improves, and the timers 
of a plurality of processors can be easily adjusted 
similarly to the timer adjusting system of the first 
aspect . 

15 For example, the generating circuit 11 in Figure 

1 corresponds to a TICK register 53, an incrementor 54, 
a multiplexer 55, and an AND circuit 56 in Figure 3 that 
are described later. The output circuit 12 corresponds 
to an AND circuit 56 in Figure 3. The input circuit 13 

20 corresponds to anAND circuit 46 in Figure 3 . Themeasuring 
circuit 14 corresponds to a TICK adjusting circuit in 
Figure 3, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 21, and a main 
storage 24 in Figure 2 that are described later. The 
synchronizing circuit 15 corresponds to the CPU 21 and 

25 main storage 24 in Figure 2. The distributing circuit 
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16 corresponds to TICK adjusting trees 26 and 27 in Figure 
2. 

The multiprocessor system of the present 
embodiment possesses a plurality of timers distributed 
5 in the system, in order to offer various kinds of timing 
services, and adjusts these timer values so that the 
values match with each other. The outline of the system 
hardware and software that are used for the timer 
adjustment is as follows: 
10 (1) Each processor in the system is provided with a TICK 
synchronous output (TICK. sync-out) and a TICK 
synchronous input (TICK . sync-in) for the time 
synchronization. 

(2) The system hardware receives the TICK synchronous 
15 outputs that are output by all the processors in the 

same partition, and outputs the logical OR of these TICK 
synchronous outputs to all the processors as the time 
synchronous signal of the processors in the same 
partition. The propagation delay time of the signal 
20 distributed by the system hardware to each processor 
depends on the system, but the propagation delay time 
is same to all the processors in the same partition. 

(3) Each processor receives the time synchronous signal 
as its TICK synchronous input from the system hardware. 

25 The signal is used for the adjustment of the TICK value 
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of the processor. 

(4) Each processor measures a propagation delay time 
synchronous signal using software . The software measures 
a propagation delay time prior to the TICK synchronizing 
5 operation, and uses the measured time for the adjustment 
of the TICK value. 

According to such a system, each processor can send 
a system time synchronous signal to the other processors 
using hardware, and can also measure the propagation 
10 delay time of the signal . The precision of time adjustment 
improves by adjusting the TICK values of the respective 
processors while taking the measured propagation delay 
time into consideration. 

Figure 2 is a configuration diagram of such a 
15 multi-processor system. The multi-processor system 
shown in Figure 2 is provided with a plurality of CPUs 
(Central Processor Unit ) 21, a system bus 22 , a switching 
circuit (crossbar switch) 23, main storage 24, a 
partition control circuit 25, and TICK adjusting trees 
2 0 2 6 and 27. 

The time adjusting program for measuring a 
propagation delay time and for performing a TICK 
synchronizing process may be stored either in the main 
storage 24 or in a ROM (Read Only Memory) connected to 
25 the bus 22, and is executed by the CPU 21. 
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Each CPU 21 accesses the main storage 24 through 
the systembus 22 and switch circuit 23 . The TICK adjusting 
trees 2 6 and 27 are handled as system common resources, 
and each tree includes a circuit for computing the logical 
5 OR of the TICK synchronous outputs in the same partition 
and distributing the computation result as the TICK 
synchronous input of the partition. 

The TICK adjusting tree 26 generates the logical 
OR of TICK, sync-out ' s that are input through signal lines 
10 31 from the CPUs 21, and outputs the logical OR to the 
CPUs 21 or the TICK adjusting tree 27 through signal 
lines 32 or a signal line 33. The signal that is input 
to the CPU 21 from the signal line 32 corresponds to 
TICK. sync-in. 

15 The TICK adjusting tree 27 obtains the logical OR 

of the signals that are input through the signal lines 
33 from the TICK adjusting trees 26, outputs the sum 
to the TICK adjusting trees 26 through the signal lines 
34. The signal that is input to the TICK adjusting tree 

20 2 6 from a signal line 34 is output to the CPU 21 as 
TICK. sync-in. 

The partition control circuit 25 includes a 
register that controls the logical configuration of the 
system. The circuit separates the system into a plurality 

25 of partitions. Each partition operates as a symmetric 
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multi-processor system. In this case, each partition 
is controlled by an independent operating system (OS) . 
Here, two partitions #0 and #1 are logically formed, 
and a plurality of the CPUs 21 that be long to the respective 
5 partition cooperate using a specific common area of the 
main storage 24. 

The partition control circuit 25 also separates 
the TICK adjusting trees 26 and 27 based on the part it ions , 
in order to synchronize the timers separately for each 
10 partition. A detailed example of the partition control 
circuit 2 5 and TICK adjusting trees 2 6 and 27 are described 
later. 

Figure 3 is a configuration diagram of the TICK 
adjusting circuit that is provided in the CPU 21 shown 

15 in Figure 2. The TICK adjusting circuit shown in Figure 
3 includes a multiplexers 40, 41, and 55, a TICK 
synchronization control register 42, inverter circuits 
43, 44, 47, 49, and 52, AND circuits 45, 46, 50, 51, 
and 56, a NAND circuit 48, a TICK register 53, and an 

20 incrementor 54. 

Among these units, the TICK register 53, 
incrementor 54, and multiplexer 55 configure a timer 
circuit. The TICK register 53 stores the TICK value that 
represents the time within the CPU. The incrementor 54 

25 adds 1 to the TICK value that is output from the TICK 
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register 53, and outputs the sum. 

The multiplexer 55 selects one of the outputs of 
the incrementor 54, the output of the TICK register 53, 
and the writing value TICK-wr [n: 0] to the TICK register 
5 53, and outputs the selected value to the TICK register 
53. The value of TICK-wr [n:0] is formed by the ALU 
(Arithmetic andLogicUnit) in the CPUbasedon the control 
of the time adjusting program. 

The TICK synchronization control register 42 has 

10 three control bits of TICK. sync (one bit) and 
TICK.adj [1 : 0] (twobits) . The Inverter circuit 43 inverts 
the value of TICK, adj [1:0] that is output from the 
TICK synchronization control register 42, and outputs 
the inverted value to the multiplexer 41. Further, the 

15 inverter circuit 44 inverts the value of TICK. sync that 
is output from the TICK synchronization control register 
42, and outputs the inverted value to the multiplexer 
40. 

The multiplexer 40 selects one of the TICK. sync 
20 outputs from the TICK synchronization control register 
42 and the writing value TS0-wr[0] to the TICK 
synchronization control register 42, and outputs the 
selected value to the TICK, sync of the TICK 
synchronization control register 42. 
25 The multiplexer 41 selects one of the TICK, adj [1:0] 
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outputs from the TICK synchronization control register 
42, the writing value TSl-wr[l:0] to the TICK 
synchronization control register 42, and the output of 
the inverter circuit 43, and outputs the selected value 
5 to TICK.adj [1:0] of the TICK synchronization control 
register 42. The values of TS0-wr[0] and TSl-wr[l:0] 
are formed by the ALU based on the control of the time 
adjusting program. 

The AND circuit 56 generates logical AND of 

10 TICK, sync that is output from the TICK synchronization 
control register 42 and a carry-out from a bit position 
which corresponds to a sufficient period of time for 
the adjustment from the incrementor 54, and outputs the 
AND as TICK. sync-out . The carry-out corresponds to the 

15 carry-out of the timer circuit, and it becomes logic 
"1" when carry is generated in a specific bit of the 
TICK value by the incrementor 54. 

The inverter circuit 44 inverts the value of signal 
*TS0-wr, and outputs the inverted value to the 

20 multiplexer 40 . The *TS0-wr corresponds to the negation 
signal of a signal TSO-wr that instructs the writing 
of TICK, sync to the TICKsynchronization control register 
42. 

The multiplexer 40 selects TICK, sync when *TS0-wr 
25 is "1", and selects TSO-wr [0] when *TS0-wr is "0" (the 
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output of the inverter circuit 44 is "1"), and writes 
the selected value in TICK. sync. 

The AND circuits 45 and 4 6, inverter circuit 47, 
and NAND circuit 48 generate the control signal of the 
5 multiplexer 41. The NAND circuit 48 negates the logical 
AND of the value of bit 0 of TICK, adj [1:0] and TICK, sync-in, 
and outputs the negation to the AND circuit 45. The AND 
circuit 45 generates the logical AND of the output of 
the NAND circuit 48 and signal *TSl-wr, and outputs the 

10 logical AND to the multiplexer 41. The *TSl-wr 
corresponds to the negation signal of a signal TSl-wr 
that instructs the writing of TICK, adj [1:0] to the TICK 
synchronization control register 42. 

The AND circuit 46 generates the logical AND of 

15 the value of bit 0 of TICK, adj [ 1 : 0] , TICK, sync-in, and 
*TSl-wr, and outputs the logical AND to the multiplexer 
41. Further, the inverter circuit 47 inverts the value 
of *TSl-wr, and outputs the inverted value to the 
multiplexer 41. 

20 The multiplexer 41 selects TICK. adj [1 : 0] when the 

output of the AND circuit 45 is "1", and selects the 
output of the inverter circuit 43 when the output of 
the AND circuit 46 is "1". Further, the multiplexer 41 
selects TSl-wr [1:0] when the output of the inverter 

25 circuit 47 is "1". 
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When*TSl-wr is "0", the outputs of the AND circuits 
45 and 4 6 become "0" and the output of the inverter circuit 
47 becomes "1". Therefore, the value of TSl-wr[l:0] is 
written into TICK.adj [1 : 0] . When *TSl-wr is "1", the 
5 output of the inverter circuit 47 becomes "0" . Therefore, 
the set value of TICK.adj [1:0] is determined according 
to the values of bit 0 of TICK. adj [ 1 : 0 ] and the value 
of TICK. sync-in. 

Further, the inverter circuits 49 and 52, and the 
10 AND circuits 50 and 51 generate the control signal of 
the multiplexer 55. The AND circuit 50 generates the 
logical AND of the value of bit 1 of TICK.adj [1:0] and 
the signal *TICK-wr, and outputs the logical AND to the 
multiplexer 55 as a signal stop. The *TICK-wr corresponds 
15 to the negation signal of TICK-wr that instructs the 
writing to the TICK register 53. 

The inverter circuit 49 inverts the value of bit 
1 of TICK.adj [1 : 0] , and outputs the inverted value to 
the AND circuit 51. The AND circuit 51 generates the 
20 logical AND of the output of the inverter circuit 49 
and the signal *TICK-wr, and outputs the product to the 
multiplexer 55 as a signal count. Further, the inverter 
circuit 52 inverts the value of *TICK-wr, and outputs 
the inverted value to the multiplexer 55 as a signal 
25 TICK-write. 



The multiplexer 55 selects the TICK value when the 
signal stop is "1", selects the count value of the 
incrementor 54 when the signal count is "1", and selects 
TICK-wr[n:0] when TICK-write is "1". 
5 When *TICK-wr is "0", the signals stop and count 

become "0", and TICK-write becomes logic "1". Therefore, 
the value of TICK-wr[n:0] is written to TICK. When 
*TICK-wr is "1", TICK-write becomes "0". Therefore, the 
set value of TICK is determined according to the value 
10 of bit 1 of TICK.adj [1: 0] . 

According to such a circuit configuration, after 
"1" is written to TICK, sync of the register 42, the pulse 
of TICK. sync-out is asserted when the incrementor 54 
asserts the carry output. The bit location of the carry 
15 output is selected, for example, so as to give a sufficient 
time for the time adjusting program to perform the TICK 
synchronization process. When the TICK . sync-out is not 
required to be asserted, "0" is set to the TICK. sync. 

The TICK.adj [1:0] of the register 42 has the TICK 
20 adjustment field of two bits, and controls the condition 
of the timer circuit and the operation performed at the 
time of receiving TICK, sync-in according to the set value 
when *TSl-wr and *TICK-wr are "1". 

TICK.adj [1 : 0] = 00 corresponds to a stable 
25 condition. The signal stop becomes logic "0", and the 
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signal count becomes "1". Therefore, the timer circuit 
starts counting, and updates the TICK value. Even if 
TICK, sync-in becomes "1" under this condition, the value 
of TICK. adj [1 : 0] does not change, so the operation is 
not affected. 

TICK. adj [1: 0]=01 corresponds to a measurement 
condition where the propagation delay time of a system 
time synchronous signal is measured, and the timer 
circuit performs the counting operation . Since the output 
of the inverter circuit 43 is set to TICK, adj [1:0] when 
TICK. sync-in becomes "1" under this condition, the 
TICK, adj [1:0] becomes 10. At this point, since the signal 
stop becomes "1" and the signal count becomes "0", the 
timer circuit stops counting. 

TICK, adj [1 : 0]=10 corresponds to a stop condition, 
where the timer circuit stops counting as mentioned above, 
and holds the present TICK value. Even if TICK, sync-in 
becomes "1" under this condition, the value of 
TICK, adj [1:0] does not change. So, the operation is not 
affected. 

TICK. adj [1: 0]=11 corresponds to the 

synchronization condition where a TICK synchronization 
process is carried out, and the timer circuit stops 
counting. When TICK. sync-in becomes "1" under this 
condition, the output of the inverter circuit 43 is set 
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to TICK.adj [1:0] . Therefore, TICK.adj [1:0] becomes 00. 
In this way, the timer circuit turns into the stable 
condition and resumes counting. 

The corresponding relationship between the value 
of TICK.adj [1:0] and the condition of the timer circuit 
is summarized as follows: 

"00": a stable condition (counting). 

There is no change even when TICK. sync-in 

is received. 
"01": a measurement condition (counting). 

The counting operation is stopped when 

TICK. sync-in is received. 

"01" is modified to "10". 
"10": a stop condition (halt). 

There is no change when TICK sync-in is 

received. 

"11": a synchronization condition (halt). 

The counting operation is resumed when 
TICK. sync-in is received. 
"11" is modified" to "00". 

Next, Examples of the partition control circuit 
25, the TICK adjusting trees 26 and 27 shown in Figure 
2 are further described with Figure 4. In Figure 4, the 



system configured by eight CPUs (CPUs #0 to #7) is shown 
to make the explanation simple, and a systembus, a switch 
circuit, and a main storage are omitted. 

The circuit corresponding to the partition control 
circuit 25, and the TICK adjusting trees 2 6 and 27 includes 
seven OR circuits 61, twelve AND circuits 62, four OR 
circuits 63, two inverter circuits 64, and a partition 
control register 65. 

The OR circuit 61 obtains a logical OR of 
TICK. sync-out ' s from two signal lines 31 or another 
logical OR of the outputs of two OR circuits 61 of the 
upstream stage, and outputs the logical OR to the OR 
circuit 61 or AND circuit 62 of the downstream stage. 
The AND circuit 62 generates the logical OR of the output 
of the OR circuit 61 and the output of the partition 
control register 65 or the inverter circuit 64, and 
outputs the logical OR to the OR circuit 63 . The OR circuit 
63 generates the logical OR of the three AND circuits 
62, and outputs the logical OR to the signal line 32 
as TICK. sync-in. 

The inverter circuit 64 inverts the value of bit 
0 or bit 1 of the partition control register 65, and 
outputs the inverted value to the AND circuit 62 . The 
partition control register 65 has three control bits, 
and defines the logical dividing method of eight CPUs. 
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The correspondence between the value of these control 
bits and the partition configuration are as follows: 
Please note that the CPUs in eachbracket configure single 
partition, and "x" may be either "0" or "1". 

"000": (CPU#0, CPU#1), (CPU#2, CPU#3) , 

(CPU#4, CPU#5), (CPU#6, CPU#7) 
"001": (CPU#0, CPU#1), (CPU#2, CPU#3), 

(CPU#4, CPU#5, CPU#6, CPU#7) 
"010": (CPU#0, CPU#1, CPU#2, CPU#3) , 

(CPU#4, CPU#5), (CPU#6, CPU#7) 
"011": (CPU#0, CPU#1, CPU#2, CPU#3}, 

(CPU#4, CPU#5, CPU#6, CPU#7) 
"lxx": (CPU#0, CPU#1, CPU#2, CPU#3 
CPU#4, CPU#5, CPU#6, CPU#7} 

According to the circuit configuration shown in 
Figure 4, even if any value is set to the partition control 
register 65, the OR circuit 63 outputs the logical OR 
of TICK. sync-out ' s that are output from all the CPUs 
in the same partition. Then, the output of the OR circuit 
63 is distributed to all the CPUs in the same partition 
as TICK. sync-in. Therefore, TICK. sync-in of all the CPUs 
are asserted in the partition, if any CPU in the same 



partition asserts TICK. sync-out . 

The time adjustment program measures the time 
equivalent to the difference between the time when the 
CPU asserts TICK . sync-out and the time when the signal 
returns as TICK, sync-in through the TICK adjusting tree. 
Then, the measured time is notified to the time adjusting 
programs of all the CPUs in the same partition as the 
propagation delay time of a system time synchronous 
signal. The time adjusting program that is notified the 
propagation delay time corrects the TICK value of a timer 
circuit using the time. In this way, the timer circuits 
of all the CPUs in the same partition synchronize with 
each other. 

In the TICK adjusting circuit shown in Figure 3, 
a propagation delay time is measured with the timer 
circuit. Further, the counting operation of the timer 
circuit can be stopped in order to synchronize the timer 
circuit with another timer circuit which has been already 
adjusted. The time adjustingprogram writes the corrected 
TICK value in the register 53 as TICK-wr[n:0] after 
bringing the timer circuit to a stop condition. 

In order for a timer circuit to resume counting, 
an already-adjusted timer circuit is used as the 
generating circuit of an updating start signal, and 
TICK. sync-out of the CPU including the adjusted timer 



circuit is used as an updating start signal output. 
Further, TICK . sync-in of the CPU including the timer 
circuit to be adjusted is used as an updating start signal 
input. The timer circuit to be adjusted resumes the 
counting operation based on the updating start signal 
input . 

The TICK value shall not be modified during the 
system operation. Therefore, the propagation delay time 
of a system time synchronous signal is measured at the 
time of the initialization of a system or the dynamic 
reconfiguration of a system. 

At the time of the initialization of a system, the 
time adjusting program on one of the CPUs in a partition 
measures the propagation delay time of a system time 
synchronous signal of the partition. Each CPU performs 
a time adjustment operation using the measured time. 

For example, the area for storing a parameter that 
is common to the system is provided in the main storage, 
and the propagation delay time that is measured at the 
initialization is stored as one of the common parameters . 
In this way, a CPU can acquire the propagation delay 
time from the main storage when the adjustment of the 
timer circuit is required. 

At the time of the dynamic reconfiguration of a 
system for addition or replacement of CPUs, the time 



adjusting program of the added CPU receives the TICK 
value that is adjusted using the propagation delay time 
from a CPU in the same partition. Next, the program stops 
the timer circuit, sets the received TICK value to the 
timer circuit, and waits for the receiving of 
TICK, sync-in. The program resumes the counting operation 
when TICK. sync-in is asserted, thereby adjusting time. 

Further, the time adjusting program of the added 
CPU can also measure the propagation delay time alone. 
In this case, the added CPU receives a reference TICK 
value from the other CPU, corrects the TICK value using 
the propagation delay time, and sets the adjusted TICK 
value to the timer circuit. Then, the timer resumes 
counting when TICK. sync-in is asserted, thereby 
adjusting time. 

An example of TICK synchronization process is 
described in reference to Figures 5 and 6. 

Figure 5 shows an example of the TICK 
synchronization process at the time of initialization 
of a system. In this case, one of the CPUs provided in 
the same partition becomes a master CPU while the other 
CPUs become slave CPUs. First of all, a system 
initialization is performed on the master CPU. When the 
initialization process completes, the system 
initialization program transfers the control to the time 



adjusting program that is actuated on the master CPU. 

The procedures for the timer adjustment of the master 

CPU and the slave CPUs are as follows: 

PI: The time adjusting program of the master CPU 

notifies the start of a synchronization process of the 

TICK value (time) to all the slave CPUs , and waits for 

the responses from the slave CPUs. 

P2: The time adjusting program of each slave CPU 

is notified the start of a synchronization process, and 

responds to the master CPU. 

P3: When the time adjusting program of the master 

CPU receives the responses from all the slave CPUs, the 

program reads out the TICK value from the timer circuit, 

and starts to measure the propagation delay time. 

P4: The time adjusting program of the master CPU 
computes the TICK value at the time when TICK, sync-out 
is asserted from the read-out TICK value, and recognizes 
computed value T 0 as the time for TICK . sync-out generation . 
Then, the program sets logic "1" to TICK, sync by setting 
*TS0-wr=0 and TS0-wr[0]=l, and sets "01" to TICK.adj 
by setting *TSl-wr=0 and TSl-wr [ 1 : 0] =01 . In this way, 
the timer circuit of the master CPU is set in a measuring 
condition. 

P5: When the TICK value becomes T 0 , the master CPU 
asserts TICK. sync-out . The asserted TICK. sync-out is 
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propagated through the TICK adjusting tree, and then 
returns to the master CPU as TICK, sync-in after a time 
t . 

P6: At this time, TICK.adj=01. Therefore, when 
TICK, sync-in is received, the timer circuit of the master 
CPU stops updating, and TICK.adj becomes 10. The time 
adjusting program of the master CPU detects the halt 
of the timer circuit from the change of the value of 
TICK.adj, and terminates the measuring process. 

The time adjusting program obtains the propagation 
delay time t by reading out the TICK value of the master 
CPU after the termination of the measuring process, and 
by subtracting T 0 from the TICK value. The program 
temporarily stores the propagation delay time t in a 
storage areawhich is common to the system, inpreparation 
for the increase of CPUs during system operation. Then, 
the program sets "00" to TICK.adj, andresumes TICK update. 
The program then computes the TICK value Ti as the 
reference time of synchronization from the read-out TICK 
value, and adds t to T lr thereby correcting the value. 
Finally, the program sets the corrected TICK value Ti+t 
as TICK value used for synchronization, and notifies 
it to all the slave CPUs. 

P7: The time adjusting program of each slave CPU 
that receives the TICK value for synchronization, sets 



Ti+t to the timer by setting *TICK-wr=0 and TICK-wr[n: 
0] = (binary code of Ti+t) . Further, the program sets "11" 
to TICK.adj, sets the timer circuit in a synchronization 
condition, and responds with a ready notice for 
synchronization to the master CPU. 

P8 : The time adjusting program of the master CPU 
completes the process when it receives the responses 
from all the slave CPUs. 

After that, the master CPU continues updating the 
TICK, and asserts TICK . sync-out when the TICK value 
reaches Ti . The TICK, sync-out is propagated through the 
TICK adjusting tree, and reaches all the slave CPUs at 
the time Ti+t after the time t, as TICK. sync-in. 

The timer circuit of each slave CPU that receives 
TICK, sync-in resumes updating at the TICK value Ti+t set 
in advance. By switching over to the condition of 
TICK.adj=00 (stable condition), the timer circuit 
terminates the TICK synchronization process. In this 
way, when the timer circuit of the master CPU counts 
Ti+t, the timer circuits of all the slave CPUs start to 
count the value at the same TICK value. 

Figure 6 shows an example of a TICK synchronization 
process when the number of processors is increased. In 
this case, one of the existing processors becomes a master 
CPU, and the CPUs to be added becomes slave CPUs. The 
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operating system transfers the control to the time 
adjusting program that is operating on the master CPU 
after terminating all the processes of the system, and 
notifies the information of the slave CPU (CPU number, 
5 etc.) to the time adjusting program. 

The procedures Pll to P13 shown in Figure 6 are 
the same as Pi to P3 in Figure 5 . The consecutive procedures 
of the master processor and slave processors are as 
follows : 

10 P14: The time adjusting program of the master CPU 

computes the reference time Ti for synchronization from 
the TICK value that is readout at P13. The program obtains 
the propagation delay time t that is stored at the time 
of the system initialization from the storage area that 

15 is common to the system, and corrects Ti by adding t to 
Ti. Then, the program notifies the corrected TICK value 
Ti+t to the slave CPUs as the TICK value for 
synchronization. 

Then, the program prepares for the assertion of 

20 TICK, sync-out by setting "1" to TICK. sync. At this time, 
TICK.adj remains "00" and is not changed. Therefore, 
the timer circuit of the master CPU continues updating 
without being stopped. 

P15: The time adjusting program of the slave CPU 

25 that is notified the TICK value for synchronization sets 
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Ti+t to the timer as the resumption time for update. 
Further, the program sets the timer circuit to the 
synchronization condition by setting "11" to TICK.adj, 
and responds to the master CPU with a ready notice for 
synchroni zat ion . 

P16: The time adjusting program of the master CPU 
completes the process when it receives the responses 
from the slave CPUs, and returns the control to the 
operating system. 

The operations in P14 through PI 6 of the master 
CPU and slave CPUs are the same as those shown in Figure 
5. In this way, when the timer circuit of the master 
CPU counts Ti+t, the timer circuits of the slave CPUs 
start to count at the same TICK value. 

In the above-described embodiment, through the 
time adjustment process of the symmetric multi-processor 
system is explained, the present invention canbe applied 
to an arbitrary multi-processor systems. 

In the above-mentioned embodiment, the carry 
output of the timer circuit is used as a timing signal 
for generating TICK, sync-out . However, the carry output 
may be replaced with another timing signal. Further, 
TICK, sync-in is used as a signal for the resumption of 
the counting operation by the timer circuit, but this 
may be replaced with another timing signal. 
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In the above-mentioned embodiment, furthermore, 
the propagation delay time of the system time synchronous 
signal is measured using a timer circuit, but the time 
may be measured by the other methods such as software, 
5 etc. 

According to the present invention, the time 
adjustment performed using software can be supported 
by only adding a small amount of simple and economical 
hardware in a multi-processor system, and the time 
10 adjustment can be achieved with very high accuracy. 



